5 May 1854. 17 Vict. 




A 

BILL 



TO 



Amend an Act of the last Session for extending 
the Public Libraries Act, 1850, to Ireland and 
Scotland. 



[Note — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in Committee.] 



r 'T HEREAS it is expedient to amend the Act of the .Sixteenth Preamble. 
1/ and Seventeenth Years of Her present Majesty, Chapter One 
hundred and one, so far as the same relates to Scotland, and 
togivegreaterEacilities for the Establishment there of Public Libraries 
5 and Museums : Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in tliis present Parliament assembled, 
and by the Authority of the same, as follows : 



I. So much of the said Act of the Sixteenth and Se\fenteenth Years Repeal of 
10 of Pier present Majesty, Chapter One himdrcd and one, as relates to J6&l7Vict. 
Scotland is liereby repealed, hut such Repeal shall not invalidate or as ic relates^ 
affect anything already done in pursuance of such Act, and all Public Scotlimd, 
Libraries and hluseums established in Scotland under that Act shall 
be considered as having been established under this Act. 



] 5 II. In citing this Act for any Purpose whatever, it shall be sufficient Short Title 
to use the Expression “ The Public Libraries Act (Scotland) 1854,” Act. 
[Bill 89.] A III. Upon 
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Public Libraries. 



Meeting to III." Upon the Hequisition in Writing of or more Tenants, 
fee called foi' Qc^upiers, or Possessors of Premises valued at Tioo Pounds or upwards 
tbrid^optSn of yearly Rent within any Royal Burgh, Burgh of Regalit}-, or Burgh 
of this Act ^ of Barony, or Town in Scotland, whose Population according to the 
or Town or then last Census shall exceed Ten thousand Persons, the Chief Magis- 6 
Part thereof, of such Burgh or Town shall, within Ten Days after the Receipt 

of such Requisition, convene a Meeting of the Tenants, Occupiers, and 
Possessors of Premises of the yearly Value aforesaid in such Burgh or 
Town, or in such Part thereof within which it may in such Requisition 
be proposed to adopt this Act, for the Purpose of considering whether 10 
this Act shall be ado|)ted for such Burgh or Town, or such Part 
thereof, such Meeting to be held on a Day not less than Twenty-one 
Days or more than Thirty Days after the Receipt of such Requisition, 
and Notice of the Time and Place of such Meeting to be given by 
affixing the same upon the Doors of the several Parish Churches ir> 
within such Burgli or Town Fourteen Days preceding the Day of 
Meeting. 



Qualification IV. At such Meeting the Tenants, Occupiers, or Possessors of 
of Voters. premises of the yearly Value aforesaid in such Burgh or Town, or in such 

Part thereof respectively as aforesaid, as the Case may be, shall be alone 20 
Act may fee entitled to vote ; and if at such Meeting it shall be determined by a 
adopted at Majority of Two Thirds of the Votes of the Persons present and 

unless PoU^ qualified as aforesaid that the Provisions of this Act shall be adopted 
demanded, j,, Burgh Or I'own, or in such Part thereof respectively, then the 

same shall from thenceforth come into operation therein, unless a Poll 26 
shall be demanded in Writing at such Meeting, by any Five Persons 
present and qualified to Vote, and in that Case the Meeting shall be 
adjourned to a future Day, for the Purpose of declaring the Result of 
the Poll. 



Poll to be V. When such Poll shall be demanded, the said Chief Magistrate 30 
open foi- Two yj^iall appoint the necessary Number of Clerks, and cause proper Poll 
Sta^Bof'poll Books to be prepared, and such Poll shall be proceeded in within such 
to be ascer- Period as the said Chief Magistrate shall deteimine, not exceeding 
dedared.' ^ Tico Days from the Day of the Holding of such Meeting ; and the 

Poll shall be kept open for Tioo consecutive Days at the Places 35 
fixed by such Magistrate, commencing at Nme of the Clock in the 
P’orenoon and ending at Four of the Clock in the Afternoon, but no 
such Poll shall begin on a Saturday ; and as soon after the Close of the 
Poll as may be, the Poll Clerks shall transmit to such Magistrate the 
State of the respective Polls, who shall sum up the same and openly 40 
declare the Result of the Total Poll at the adjourned Meeting. 



Majority of VI. If it shall appear by the Result of-such Poll that Two Thirds 

Two Thirds the Votes given have been given in favour of the Adoption of this 

necessary for ' 4 t 
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Act, then the same shall from thenceforth come into operation in such 
Burgh or Town, or such Part thereof as aforesaid ; and in all Cases 
of the Adoption of this Act, the same shall be put into execution by 
the Magistrates and Councils of the Burgh or Town. 

5 VII. For defraying the Expenses incurred in calling the Meeting 
and in taking such Poll, and the Expenses of carrying this Act into 
execution in any Burgh, or Town or Part thereof respectively, the 
Magistrates and Councils of such Burgh or Town shall }'early assess 
all Tenants, Occupiers, and Possessoi's of Premises within the Buigh 
10 or Town, or witliin such Part thereof respectively as it may have been 
decided to adopt this Act, respectively valued at 2'wo Pounds or 
upwards of yearly Rent, in the Suras necessary for defraying such 
Expenses, but in no Case to an xVmount exceeding Pence in 

the Pound of the yearly Rent of .such Premises ; and such Assessment 
1 5 shall be levied and recovered by the Magistrates and Councils of such 
Burgh or Town in such and the like Manner, from the same 
Descriptions of Persons and Property, and under the like Provisions 
and Exceptions as the Assessments leviable under the Acts of the Tliird 
and Fom-th Years of King William the Fourth, Chapter Forty-six, and 
20 the Tenth and Eleventh Years of Her present Majesty, Chapter 
Thirty-nine, for Police and other Purposes, arc authorized to be levied 
and recovered. 



Adojition of 
Act; 

Act to be 
put into 

PXGCUtiOE 

by the Ma- 
gistrates and 
Councils. 
Assessment.'! 
maybeleviecl 
to tl\e Extent 
of 

in tbe Pound 
for defraying 
Expenses. 



VIII. The Magistrates and Council .shall provide and keep Books Accounts of 

in which shall be entered true and regular Accounts of their Receipts, tbo Mngis- 
° . /i 1 • r trates and 

25 Payments, and Liabilities with reference to the Execution ot this Act, Councils in 
to be called “ The Public Libraries Account,'" and such Books shall 
at all reasonable Times be open to the Inspection of every Person open io 
liable to be assessed by virtue of this Act, without Fee or Reward, Inspection, 
who I'espectively may take Copies of or make Extracts from such 
.30 Books without paying for the same ; and in case such Magistrates and 
Councils, or any of them respectively, or any of their respective 
Officers, or Servants having the Custody of such Books, shall not 
permit the same Accounts to be inspected, or Copies of or Extracts 
from the same to be made or taken, every Person so offending 
35 shall for every such Offence forfeit any Sum not exceeding Five 
Pounds. 



IX. The Magistrates and Councils of any Burgh or Town may Lands, &c.' 
fi.-om Time to Time appropriate for the Purposes of this Act any "‘*17 
Laud or Buildings vested in them, and also purchase or rent any Land, plirchiLed’ 
40 and may, upon any Land so appropriated, rented, or purchased respec- vented 
tively, erect any Buildings suitable for Public Libraries or Museums, 
or both, and may alter and extend an_y Buildings for such Purposes, Act. 

[89.] A 2 and 
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and repair and improve the same respectively, and ht up, furnish, and 
supply the same respectively with all requisite Furniture, Fittings, and 
Conveniences. 



P^tofLands X. All the Clauses and Provisions of the ‘‘Lands Clauses Con- 
SSn (Scotland), 1845,” with respect to the Purchase of 5 

Act (Scot- Lands by Agreement, and with respect to the Purchase Money or 
SiS Compensation coming to Parties having limited Interests or prevented 
with this from treating, or not making a Title, and also with respect to Con- 
veyances of Lands, so fai' as the same Clauses and Provisions respec- 
tively are applicable to the Cases contemplated by the last Section, 10 
shall be incorporated in this Act, and the Expression “ The Special 
Act used in the said Clauses and Provisions shall be construed to 
mean this Act, and the Expressioii “ the Promoters of the Under- 
taking used ill the same Clauses and Provisions shall be construed 
to mean the Magistrates and Councils of the Burgh or Town in 15 
question. 

^Magistrates and Councils of any Burgh or 'I'own may sell 
3 « “y 1-“'“'* ''ested in them for the Purposes' of this Act, or exchange 
exohuigscl. the same for any Lands bettor adapted for the Purposes r and the Monies 

to ansc from such Sale, or to be received for Equality of Exchange, or 20 
a sufficient Part thereof, shall be applied in or towards, the Purchase 
of other Lands better adapted for such Purposes. 



General 
Management 
to be vested 
in Magis- 
trates and 
Councils. 



Property of 
Library, &c. 
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XII. The general Management, Kegulatiou, and Control of such 
Libraries and Museiuns shall be vested in and exercised by the 
Magistrates and Councils of the Burgh or Town, or such Committee 25 
as they respectively may from Time to Time appoint, (the Members 
whereof need not be Magistrates or Councillors), who may from Time 
to Time purchase and pro^^dc the necessary Fuel, Lighting, and 
other similai- Matters, Books, Maps, and Specimens of Art and 
Science, for the Use of the Librai-y or Museum, and cause the same 30 
to be hound oi- repaired when necessary, and appoint salaried Officers 
and Servants, and dismiss the same, and make Rules and Regulations 
for the Safety and Use of the Libraries and Museimis, and for 
the /Admission of Visitors; and the Lands so to be appropriated, 
purchased, or rented as aforesaid, and all other Real and Personal 35 
Property whatever presented to or purchased for any Library or 
Museum established under this Act, shall be vested in such Magis- 
trates and Councils. 



SSr -Admission to aU Libraries and Museimis established 

to be free. open to the Public free of all Charge. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Ordered, by The House of Common? 



§ 51 
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